
PREPARE FOR THE 
NEW REALITY

The Cloud and iPads in Construction

Technology on the go is now a key part of every 
business. Yes, every business. Even your cab driver is 
checking his email and making sure his direct deposit 
went through on a smart phone – hopefully not while 
driving! Ever glance around an airport gate waiting 
area? Everyone is jockeying for position at one of the 
charging stations or conducting phone business in over 
half the seats. As a software provider to the construction 
industry, we’ve seen a dramatic shift in the need for 
‘anytime, anywhere’ data in the last few years. From 
the suits to the hard hats, access to data is a necessary 
factor in a tight construction market for keeping an 
edge on the competition.

Watching the shift to mobile data was a fixture on our 
horizon for a number of years, so Viewpoint began 
planning for this new way of business by releasing 
a Cloud deployment solution so that clients could 
securely access their software from anywhere. Security 
and peace-of-mind were also increasingly important 
to clients and the Cloud had proven to be an extremely 
safe environment for data and a smart way to take the 



focus off IT tasks, allowing a better focus on business. 
The next step was learning how customers access data 
in the cloud and we learned that new technologies 
were indeed being utilized. Through customer visits 
and reviewing feedback from our user conferences, we 
discovered that most folks are choosing to access their 
mobile data on tablets such as the iPad and are seeking 
all the related technology and tools to make that as 
easy as possible. Here are some ways that construction 
companies are using iPads or other tablets today thanks 
to mobility provided via the mobility of the Cloud.

BUSINESS EXECUTIVES 
We’ve noticed that the top level guys/gals who don’t 
get dirty but call the shots from the office are requiring 
access to their company’s data more and more for 
after-hours decision making. We’re also noticing that 
many of these people want the data in the evening, 
seated comfortably on their couch or on Sunday during 
halftime of the football game. Executives rarely make 
changes to the information entered into the software 
about an ongoing project. Rather, they access the 
reports, notes and numbers to understand where 
a project stands, whether it’s still on schedule and 
how change orders are impacting the bottom line of 
a project. It’s about consuming data, not entering it. 
That’s why the iPad is becoming so popular. Like a 
magazine on a coffee table, an executive can simply 
pick up an iPad, review the data and be ready to make 
the important decisions the next morning. No large 
scale data entry required - just quick access to the 
information with a few swipes across the touch screen. 
Even the most technologically challenged are able to 
review the reports they need quickly with an iPad. Most 
importantly, this data is available securely and reliably 
anytime thanks to Cloud Computing. 



IN THE FIELD 
The paper trail that project managers, job foremen 
and folks in the field generate can be overwhelming 
and often throws a big wrench into the workflow of the 
rest of the company. Many contractors are forced to 
send someone back to the home office each day with 
an arm load of paperwork featuring labor information 
for HR, change orders and invoices. This daily task 
can severely slow down productivity, not to mention 
the work flow of signoffs and approvals. With a tablet 
at the jobsite, this step becomes obsolete since all the 
information can be entered directly into the software. 
Plus, the simplicity and lightweight nature of tablet 
devices make them so easy and practical to use at the 
project location that more and more contractors are 
bringing them along. 

FREE YOUR HANDS 
As the number of iPads and like-minded tablets 
continue making their way to the jobsite, the way they 
are used will continue to evolve. It is safe to say that 
one barrier to having these devices at the site is not 
having a safe place to put them when not in use. Or 
more importantly, how does someone free their hands 
to continue working on the required tasks. Companies 
such as Beyond Adaptive www.beyondadaptive. com 
are watching this shift happen and are beginning to 
focus on highlighting their innovative iPad mounting 
solutions to the construction industry for use in 
backhoes and bulldozers. 

To learn more about the benefits of Cloud Computing for 
your business or receive more details on how iPads or 
other tablets are being used by construction businesses, 
visit viewpointcs.com/cloud or call 800-333-3197.


